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FIRST LETTER, 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Received a letter from thee, the week 
before laſt, which was ſent by thy 

uncle Bolton; there were a great 
many kind expreſſions 1n 1t, and in thy 
ſiſter Clopton's likewiſe. I acknowledge 
myſelf much obliged to you both, and 
to the whole family, for many repeated 
kindneſſes; and if my ſchool had not 
engroſſed ſo much of my time, I would 
have taken opportunity to anſwer my 
dear friend's letter ere now, and upon 
that account my delay will be the more 
excuſable. 


The news thou haſt heard of my late 
change is really true; I cannot conceal 
it, for it is what I glory in: neither was 
it any proſpect of temporal advantage 
that induced me to it, but a ſincere love 
to the truth, and pure regard to my 
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own ſoul, Neither can I be ſufficiently 


thankful to God, that he hath let me 


live to this glorious day, and not cut 
me off in the midſt of my fins and pro- 
vocations againſt him; he is long-ſuf- 
fering to us-ward, not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come 
to repentance : he hath brought me off 
from the forms and ſhadows of religion, 
and let me fee in a more illuſtrious 
manner, what is the life and ſubſtance 
of it. As he found me, in ſome degree, 
faithful to that meaſure of light - and 
knowledge he had beſtowed on me, 
whilſt I was in the- communion of the 
church of England, therefore he was 
pleaſed of late, as I humbly waited upon 
him, to make known to me greater and 
deeper myſteries of his kingdom; and I 
can truly ſay, that I find by daily expe- 
rience, as I keep low and retired into 
that pure gift which he hath planted 
within me, things are every day more 


and more cleared up to me, and the 


truth ſhines and prevails greatly over 
the kingdom of darkneſs; and if I 
ſhould now turn my back upon ſuch 
manifeſtations as theſe, and entangle 
myſelf again with the yoke of bondage, 

ſurely 
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ſurely I ſhould grieve the Holy Spirit, 
ſo that he might juſtly withdraw his 
kind operations, and never return more 
to aſſiſt and comfort me : for God 1s not 
mocked ; religion is a very ſerious and 
weighty thing ; repentance and ſalvation 
are not to be trifled with, nor 1s turning 
to God to be put off till our own time, 
leiſure, or conveniency ; but we muſt 
love and cheriſh the leaſt appearance of 
Chrift, not lighting or deſpiſing the 
day of ſmall things, but embrace the 
firſt opportunity of following Chriſt in 
any of his commands : when he ſpeaks, 
there is ſuch force and authority in it, 
that we cannot ſtand to cavil, diſpute, 
or aſk queſtions; for unleſs we will be 
ſo obſtinate as to ſhut our eyes againſt 
the ſun, we muſt needs confeſs to the 
truth of his doctrine, and preſently 
ſtrike in with it: and therefore, when 
for ſeveral weeks I had lived more pri- 
vately and retiredly in London, than 
was uſual, faſting twice or thrice in a 
week, or ſometimes more, ſpending my 
time in reading the ſcriptures, and in 
prayer to God ; this was a good pre- 
paration of my mind to receive the truth 
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to me: I lamented the errors of my paſt 
life, and was deſirous to attain a more 
excellent degree of holineſs than I had 
diſcovered in the church of England, 
In this religious. retirement God knew 
the breathings of my ſoul, how ſincere 
1 was, and reſigned to him when alone: 
J wanted him to ſet me free, and to 
ſpeak peace and comfort to my ſoul, 
which was grieved and wearied with the 
burden of ſin: for though I had ſtrictly 
conformed myſelf to the orders and 
ceremonies of the church of England, 
and had kept myſelf from running into 
any great and ſcandaluus enormities, the 
fear of the Almighty preſerving me, yet 
ſtill J had not that reſt and ſatisfaction 
in myſelf which I deſired, and greatly 
longed for : I found, when I had ex- 
amined my ſtate and condition to God- 
ward, that things were not right with 
me. 


As for a ſober and plauſible conver- 
fation in the eye of the world, I knew 
that was a very eaſy attainment : a good 
natural temper, with the advantage of 
a liberal education, will quickly furniſh 
a man with abilities for that; fo _ * 
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ſhall be looked upon as a ſaint, and 


very ſpiritual, when perhaps in chains 
of darkneſs, in the gall of bitterneſs, 
and in the very bond of iniquity. If 
this ſort of righteouſneſs would have 
done, perhaps I might make as fair pre- 
tenſions that way as ſome others ; but, 
alas! I quickly ſaw the emptineſs and 
unſatisfaCtorineſs of thoſe things; this 
is a covering that will not protect or 
hide us from the wrath of the Almighty 
when he comes to judgment. It is not 
a man's natural temper, nor his educa- 
tion, that makes him. a good Chriſtian ; 
this is not the righteouſneſs which the 
goſpel calls for, nor is this the truth in 
the inward parts which. God requires ; 
the heart and affections muſt be cleanſed 
and purified before we can be acceptable 
to God : therefore it was death to me, 
to think of taking up my reſt in a 
formal pretence of holineſs, 'wherein yet 
I ſaw, to my grief, abundance of people 
wrapt themſelves, ſlept ſecurely and 
quietly, dreaming of the felicity of 
paradiſe, as if heaven was now their 
own, and they needed not trouble them- 
ſelves any more about religion, I could 
not entertain ſo dangerous an opinion as- 
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this for then I ſhould be tempted to 
take up my reſt by the way, whilſt 
I was travelling towards the promiſed 
land. I think I made a little progreſs 
in a holy life, and through God's aſſiſt- 
ance, I weakened ſome of my ſpiritual 
enemies, whilſt I lived in the communion 
of the national church. I thank. my 
God, I can truly ſay, whilſt I uſed thoſe 
prayers, I did it with zeal and ſincerity, 
in his fear and dread : but ſtill I ceaſed 
not my earneſt ſupplication to him in 
private, that he would ſhew me ſome- 
thing more excellent, that I might get a 
complete victory over all my luſts and 
paſſions, and might perfect righteouſneſs 
before him; for I found a great many 
fins and weakneſſes daily attending me: 

and though I made frequent reſolutions 
to forſake thoſe ſins, yet ſtill the tempt- 
ation was too ſtrong for me, ſo that 
often J had cauſe to complain with the 
apoſtle, in the bitterneſs of my ſoul, 

e O wretched man that I am! who 
ſhall deliver me from the body of this 
death ?*”* Who ſhall ſet me By and 
give me ſtrength to triumph over fin, 
the world, and the devil, that I may 


in every thing pleaſe God, and there 


may 
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may not be the leaſt thought, word, 
motion, geſture, or action, but what is 
exactly agreeable to his moſt holy will, 
as if I ſaw him ſtanding before me, and 
as if I were to be judged by him for the 
thought of my heart next moment ? O 
divine life! O ſeraphick ſoul ! O that 
I could always ſtand here! for here is 
no reflection, no ſorrow, no repentance ; 
but at God's right hand there is perfect 
peace, -and a river of unſpeakable joy. 
O that we might imitate the life of 
Jeſus, and be thoroughly furniſhed unto 
every good word and work ! 


This was the frequent breathing of 
my ſoul to God, when I was in the 
country; but more eſpecially after J had 
left my new preferment of a chaplain, 
and took private lodgings in London: 
in this retirement, I hope I may ſay 
without boaſting, that I was very de- 
vout and religious, and I found great 
comfort and refreſhment in it from the 
Lord ; who let me ſee the beauty of 
holineſs, and the ſweetneſs that ariſes 
from an humbled, mortified life, was 
then very pleaſant to my taſte, and I 


rejoiced 


1660 


rejoiced in it more than all the delights 


and pleaſures of the world. 


And now it pleaſed God to ſhew me, 
that if I would indeed live ſtrictly and 
holily, as becomes the goſpel, then I 
mult leave the communion of the church 
of England ; but I knew not yet which 
way to determine myſelf, nor to what 
body of men I ſhonld join, who were 
more orthodox and more regular in their 
lives. As for the Quakers, ſo called, 
I was ſo great a ſtranger to them, that I 
had never read any of their books, nor 
do I remember, that ever I converſed 
with any one man of their communion 
in my whole life: I think there was 
one in Foxley, while I was curate there, 
but I never ſaw the man, though I went 
ſeveral times to his houſe on purpoſe to 
talk with him, and to bring him off 
from his mad and wild enthuſiaſm, as 
I then ignorantly thought it to be: as 
for that way, I knew it was every where 
ſpoken againſt; he that had a mind to 
appear more witty and ingenious than 
the reſt, would chooſe this for the fub- 
ject of his profane jeſts and drollery ; 
with this he makes ſport, and diverts 
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the company; for a Quaker is but 
another name for a fool or a mad-man, 
and was ſcarce ever mentioned, but with 
ſcorn and contempt. As for drollery, 
I confeſs, I was never any great friend 
to it; but indeed, if all was true that 
was laid to the Quakers charge, I 
thought that they were ſome of the 
worlt people that ever appeared in the 
world; and wondered with what face 
they could call themſelves Chriſtians, 
ſince I was told they denied the funda- 
mental articles of the holy faith, to 
which I ever bore the higheſt veneration 
and eſteem ; and notwithſtanding I had 
always lived at the greateſt diſtance from 
that people, and was very zealous in the 
worſhip of the church of England, and 
upon all occaſions would ſpeak very 
honourably of it; moreover, was con- 
tent to ſuffer ſome few inconveniences. 
upon that account, as thou very well 
knoweſt, yet my father ſtill looked upon 
me as inclining to the Quakers; and 
ſome years ago ſignified to a friend, he 
was afraid I would become an enthu- 
ſiaſt; and, whilſt J was at Bungan 
fchool, he ſent me two books to read 
that were written againſt the Quakers, 
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one of which was John Faldo's, who 
hath been ſufficiently expoſed for it by 
William Penn. 


Whilſt I lived in London, in that 
private retired manner I was juſt now 
ſpeaking of, walking very humbly in 
the ſight of God, and having opportu- 
nity to reflect upon my paſt life; as 1 
had occaſion to be one day at a book- 
ſeller's ſhop, I happened to caſt my eye 
on Barclay's works; and having heard 
in the country, that he was a man of 
great account amongſt the Quakers, 1 
had a mind to ſee what their principles 
were, and what defence they could make 
for themſelves; for ſure, thought J], 
theſe people are not ſo filly and ridicu- 
lous, nor maintainers of ſuch horrid 
opinions as the author of the Snake, 
and ſome others, would make us believe. 
I took Barclay home with me, and I 
read him through in a week's time, ſave 
a little treatiſe at the end, which finding 
it to be very philoſophical, I omitted ; 
but, however, T ſoon read enough to 
convince me of my own blindneſs and 
ignorance of the things of God ; there 
1 found a light to break in upon my 
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mind, which did mightily refreſh and 


comfort me, in that poor, low, and 
humble ſtate, in which I then was; for 
indeed I was, and had been for a con- 
ſiderable time before, very hungry and 
thirſty after righteouſneſs, and therefore 
I received the truth with all readineſs of 
mind: it was like balm to my ſoul, and 
as ſhowers of rain to the thirſty earth, 
which is parched with heat and drought, 
This-author laid things down ſo plainly, 
and proved them with ſuch ingenuity 
and dexterity of learning, and opened 
the ſcriptures ſo clearly to me, that, 
without ſtanding to cavil, diſpute, raiſe 
argument or objection, or conſultin 
with fleſh and blood, I preſently reſign- 
ed myſelf to God, and weeping for joy 
that I had found ſo great a treaſure, I 
often thanked him with tears in my eyes 
for ſo kind a viſitation of his love, that 
he was graciouſly pleaſed to look toward 
me when my ſoul cried after him; fo 
that, though before I was in great doubt 
and trouble of mind, not knowing which 
way to determine myſelf, yet now the 
ſun breaking out ſo powerfully upon 
me, the clouds were ſcattered ; I was 
now fully ſatisfied in my own mind 
| which 
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which way I ought to go, and to what 
body of people I ſhould join myſelf, 


So I immediately left the communion 
of the church of England, and went to 
Grace-church-ſtreet meeting. After I 
had read Barclay, I read ſome other 
books of that kind, among which was 
an excellent piece, though in a ſmall 
volume, called, No Croſs, No Crown. 
Thus I continued reading, and frequent- 
ing meetings for ſeveral weeks together, 
but did not let any one ſoul know what 
I was about: the firſt man I converſed 
with was George Whitehead, and this 
was ſeveral weeks after I began to read 
Barclay, and frequent their meetings: 
by him I was introduced into more ac- 
quaintance, and till the farther I went, 
the more I liked their plainneſs, and 
the decency and fimplicity of their con- 
verſation : they do not uſe the ceremo- 
nies and ſalutations of the church of 
England, but ſhake hands freely, and 
converſe together as brothers and ſiſters 
that are ſprung of the ſame royal ſeed, 
and made kings and prieſts unto God. 
O ! the love, the ſweetneſs and tender- 
neſs of affection I haye ſeen amongſt this 
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people ! * By this, ſays Chriſt, “c ſhall 
all men know that ye are my diſciples, 
if ye have love one to another,” John 
xii. 25. © Put on therefore,” ſays the 
apoſtle, © as the ele& of God, holy and 
beloved, bowels of mercies, kindneſs, 


humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long- 
ſuffering,” Col. iii. 12. 


Thus, my dear friend, I have given 
thee an account of my proceedings on 
this affair. As to my bodily ſtate, if 
thou defired to know what it 1s, I may 
acquaint thee, that I have my health as 


well as ever, and 1 bleſs God I have 


food and raiment ſufficient for me, fo 
that I want no outward thing ; and I 
have the neceſſaries and conveniences 
of life liberally. Let us not burden our- 
ſelves with taking care for the vanities 
and ſuperfluities of it; let us “ poſſeſs 
our veſſels in ſanctification and honour,” 
1 Theſſ. iv. 4. And as we bring our 
minds into perfect ſubjection to the 
whole will of God, ſo let us bring our 
bodies to the moſt ſimple and natural 
way of living, being content with the 
feweſt things, never ſtudying to gratify 
our wanton appetite, nor to follow the 
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cuſtoms and humours of men, but how 


we may ſo contract our earthly cares 
and pleaſures, that we may bring molt | 
glory to God, moſt health and peace to 
our own ſouls, and do moſt ſervice to ' 
the truth; and if this be our aim, cer- | 
tainly a very ſmall portion of the things 


of this world will ſuffice us. Seein 


we are Chriſtians, we ſhould therefore | 


earneſtly purſue thoſe things which bring 


us neareſt to God, and which are moſt *' 
perfective of human nature; for what 
is more than a competency, ſeems to be 
a burden to a generous philoſophical 
ſoul, which would breathe in a pure 
vehicle, that ſo it may have a quick | 


ſenſe and reliſh of all bleſſings, both of 
the ſuperior and inferior worlds. 


Thou knoweſt, my dear friend, that 
religion is a very ſerious thing, and 
repentance is a great work, and one 
precious immortal ſoul is of more worth 
than ten thouſand periſhing worlds, with 
all their pomp and glory: therefore let 


us take courage, and be valiant for the 


truth upon the earth ; let us not content 
ourſelves with a name and profeſſion of 
godlineſs ; let us come to the life and 

power 
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power of it; let us not deſpond of get- 
ting the victory: we have a little ſtrength 
for God; let us be faithful to him, and 
he will give us more ſtrength, ſo that 
we ſhall ſee the enemy of our peace fall 
before us, and nothing ſhall be iinpoſſi- 
ble unto us. I ſay, my friend, let us 
be faithful to that meaſure of light and 
knowledge which God has given to us, 
to be profited and edified by it in a 
ſpiritual life ; and as God ſees we are 
diligent and faithful ro work with the 
ſtrength we have, he will more and more 
enlighten us, ſo that we ſhall ſee to the 
end of thoſe forms and ſhadows of reli- 
gion wherein we have formerly lived : 
but if he ſees we are about to take up 
our reſt in thoſe ſhadows ; that we grow 
cold and indifferent in the purſuit of 
holineſs ; running out into notions and 
ſpeculation, and have more mind to 
diſpute, and to make a ſhew of learning 
and ſubtilty, than to lead a holy and 
devout life; then it 1s juſt with God to 
leave us in a carnal and polluted ſtate, 
to continue yet but in the outward 
court; where we may pleaſe ourſelves 
with beholging the beauty and orna- 
ments of a worldly ſanctuary, and never 

witneſs 
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witneſs the evil being taken away, and 
that we are brought by the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt into the holieſt of all, where 
alone there is true peace with God, and 
reſt to the weary ſoul. I could ſay much 


upon this head, if time or leaſure would 
give leave. | 


As for a particular anſwer to thy 
letter, I have not time now to give it; 
and for the preſent let this general anſwer 
ſuffice; and if thou wilt conſider things 
in their pure abſtracted nature, and not 
ſuffer the prejudice of education to ſway 
thee, but in fear and humility wilt ſearch 
out the truth for thyſelf, thou wilt find 
that there needs no other anſwer to thy 
letter than what I have already given. 
For by waiting upon God, and dili- 
gently ſecking him, thou wilt find an 
anſwer to it in.thy own boſom, and this 
will be much more full, clear, and ſa- 
tisfactory than I, or any other man 
living, can pretend to give thee, or any 
other friend who hath lovingly wrote to 
me; for whom l deſire, with all the 
ſincere- hearted in the church of England, 
that they may come to witneſs the al- 
mighty power of God to ſave and pr 
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them from every yoke; and that they 
may clearly ſee to the end of thoſe things 
which are aboliſhed, and come to the 
enjoyment of ſpiritual and heavenly 
things themſelves, is the daily prayer 
and deep travail of my ſoul, God know- 
eth. Till I can be more particular, if 
thou pleaſe thou mayeſt communicate 
this to them, and let them know that I 
am well, and thank them for their kind 
letters. Let us remember to pray for 
one another with all fervency, that we 
may ſtand perfect in the whole will of 
God. Amen, faith my ſoul. 


I am thy moſt affectionate friend and 
ſervant in Jeſus, 


SAMUEL CRISP. 
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SECOND LETTER. 


MY DEAR FRIEND, 


Lately received a kind and brotherly 
letter from thee, for which I return 
thee many thanks. I am now in the 
communion of the people called Qua- 
kers; and I have cauſe to bleſs God for 
this happy change of my life: I am, 
through mercy, brought off from the 
ſhadow of religion, and am preſſing 
forwards to get acquaintance with the 
quickening power, life, and virtue of 
it, that 1 may be a Chriſtian indeed, 
and not in the name and profeſſion only. 
I had a great while talked and diſcourſed 
of holineſs, but did not underſtand what 
it was to walk with God, to live and 
dwell in him. Perhaps indeed ſome 
may think I made a fair ſhew of piety 
when I was with you: but alas! I was 
deeply ſenſible of my own faults and 
miſcarriages ; and I reſolved, through 
God's 
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God's aſſiſtance, to enquire after ſome- 
thing more noble and excellent than I 
had diſcovered in that ſtate ; and bleſſed 
be his name for ever, that God hath 
anſwered the cry of my ſoul, and let me 
ſee a people that are hated and deſpiſed 
by the world, but are dear to him ; for 
he hath revealed to them the myſteries 
of the kingdom ; he hath carried them 
upon eagles wings, and cheriſhed them 
as the apple of his eye. As for me, I 
have been yet but in the outward court, 
and far ſhort of that truth and right- 
eouſneſs that is taught and practiſed 
among this people; for they are come 
within the holieſt of all; they are come 
into a near communion with God, to 
behold the cherubims of glory that cover 
the mercy-ſeat, to be fed with the true 
manna. Theſe are myſteries that are 
revealed unto the meek and lowly ; but 
the haughty, inſolent, and prophane, 
cannot come near them, nor taſte of the 
ſweetneſs nor comfort of them. Indeed 
the formal, traditional ſort of people of 
the world may talk of theſe things, as 
they have heard them from others, and in 
their ſober minutes may have ſome faint 
glimmerings that way; but to come to 
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real and inward enjoyment of them, 
they can no more pretend to, than to 
work the greateſt impoſſibilities : all 
their wit, and ſubtilty, and learning, 
cannot reach higher to handle of the 
word of life; this is peculiar only to 
thoſe who are content to forſake all, 
and become fools for Chriſt ; they are 
thoſe who are in a good temper to re- 
ceive and co-operate with the influences 
of the Holy Spirit, and have ſeen the 
emptineſs and vanity of all thoſe things 
that are ſo much admired by the world. 
The ſchools, and univerſities, and learn- 
ed doctors, and great rabbies, have not 
profited me; they are ravened from the 
ſpirit of God, and gone out into their 
own notions and ſpeculations, thinking 
thereby to ſearch out God, and com- 
prehend the truth. Alas! the myſte- 
ries. of the kingdom are far out of their 
reach in their carnal minds; they weary 
themſelves in vain ; the vulture's eye 
cannot pierce into theſe ſecrets ; all the 
great critics, ſcholars, and philoſophers 
of the world, are fools in theſe things; 
and whilſt they are wearying themſelves 
to find the deep things of our God, 
ſtudying and racking their heads, ng 
an 
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and tumbling to and fro like a wild 
bull in a net, that knows not which way 
to diſintangle himſelf; the more he 
ſtruggles, the weaker he grows, the 
faſter he is bound ; ſo the more theſe 
vain talkers read, the more they write; 
the more they cavil and diſpute; the 
farther they are from God ; and the 
more they declare their hatred and enmity 
to the ſpirit of Chriſt, and to the ſimpli- 
city of the goſpel]. 1 have been a long 
time weary of the folly and impertinency 
of theſe men, and chiefly the celebrated 
fathers of the church, as they call them ; 
the councils and ſynods of old are now 
of very ſmall account with me. I am 
not aſhamed to fit under the teachings 
of women and mechanics, howſoever 
they 1nay ſeem in the eye of the world, 
for they teach me more Chriſtianity, 
and inſtru me more perfectly in a di- 
vine life, than all the ſtudied, elaborated 
ſermons and diſcourſes that ever I heard 
at the univerſities, or lince ; their words 
are with power, they are mightily aſſiſt- 
ed with the ſpirit of God, they ſpeak 
with majeſty and authority, and Ng 
is a native beauty, clearneſs, and ſolidity 
of expreſſion, that ſhines through their 
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diſcourſes, which is ſufficient to anſwer 
that groundleſs calumny, viz. the Qua- 
kers preaching is nonſenſe, and no body 
could underſtand them. This I have 
heard often refuted by many living teſ- 
timonies, ſo that I do rather think them 
the beſt wits, and the moſt ingenious 
people in the world; for they employ 
their parts and learning in the fear of 
God, to his glory and ſervice, and to 
romote the true intereſt of mankind. 

As for the little jeſts, wittineſs, and 
vain pedantry of the age, which I 
know the world hath eſteem for, and 
nothing will pleaſe but what abounds 
with ſuch fooleries I fay, if the Qua- 
kers be deficient it any of theſe, it is 
not for want of abilities, or becauſe 
they have leſs wit than other men, but 
becauſe they have more prudence and 
wiſdom to govern it; and that is the 
reaſon why they avoid ſuch childiſh 
vanities, which are ſo freely uſed and 
indulged by others, to the great diſho- 
nour of God, and the Chriſtian religion ; 
and therefore, becauſe they do not ſeek 
to pleaſe a wanton age, and make people 
laugh and be merry, nor to entertain 
that carnal airy mind with pleaſant 
| ſtories, 
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ſtories, fine notions, and witty expreſ- 
ſions of natural things; from thence it 
is that they have been ſhamefully tra- 
duced by the world, as the moſt igno- 
rant, blind, and fooliſh people that ever 
made any profeſſion of religion; and 
yet this is the people to whom J have 
now joined myſelf in a ſincere love to 
truth, God knoweth ; and I glory more 
in this fellowſhip and acquaintance with 
theſe lambs of Chriſt, than if I were 
related to the greateſt kings, lords, and 
potentates upon the earth. Ofrentimes 
hath my ſpirit been refreſhed with theirs, 
when we have met together to walt upon 
God; and my ſoul {till longs and pants 
more and more to be filled with theſe 
divine camforts ; he is ready always 
to pour down bleflings upon us, if we 
would qualify ourſelves for the reception 
of them; if we would put away vain 
thoughts, which cloud and darken the 
mind, and ſo hinder the favourable 
influences and irradiations of heaven. 
And ſince it hath pleaſed God to viſit 
me of late, and to make known to me 
excellent things in righteouſneſs, he 
alone is to have the praiſe and glory of 
all; and now I freely reſign myſelf to 
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the conduct of the bleſſed ſpirit ; now | 
let the truth proſper, now let it run and 
be glorified in the earth, let it ſhine out 
in its full luſtre, to the terror and con- 
fuſion of all the enemies thereof ; and 
to the reviving of the ſouls of the hun- 
gry and thirſty, who are ready to faint, 
waiting for and expecting the conſolation 
of Iſrael, until the time of refreſhment 
comes from the prelence of the Lord; 
who will open a fountain for Judah and 
Jeruſalem, ſo that rivers ſhall run in 
dry places; there will he ſpeak peace to 
his people; and after they have fat ſilent 
a little while in the duſt, ſuffering pa- 
tiently the chaſtiſing rod of his love to 
paſs over them, he ſhall then comfort 
the daughter of Sion, and ſay, “ Ariſe, 
thou afflicted, and weep and mourn no 
more, but put on thy beautiful gar- 
ments.“ O Jeruſalem ! raiſe thy head, 
uncover thy face, and gird up thy loins 
with ſtrength, ſee the day break, and 
the morning ſpread itſelf upon the 
mountains; now the ſorrowful nights of 
affliction: are gone over, the clouds are 
ſcattered and gone, the ſun is riſen in 
its brightneſs, and now joy and peace 
ſhall be multiplied ; © in a little wrath 
-* Sm 
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I hid my face from thee for a moment, 
but with everlaſting kindneſs will I have 
mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy Re- 
deemer,” O! let us wait in humility 
of ſoul, and tenderneſs of heart, before 
the Lord, that we may witneſs this 
great change and ſalvation wrought in 
us and for us; that the ſcripture may 
be no more a ſealed book to us, but 
that we may feel the precious truth 
therein recorded, to be fulfilled in our 
own particulars. Then we ſhall never 
be weary of praying, and reading the 
Holy Scriptures ; we ſhall never be loth 
or unwilling to come into God's pre- 
ſence; for his love, and the ſweetneſs 
of his ointment, will draw and allure 
us to dwell always under his canopy, 
that we may feel life and power to flow 
from him, who is the ocean that ſupplies 
all the wants of the children of men: 
and how ſhall we come to taſte of that 
heavenly banquet he hath prepared for 
us, that we may eat and drink at his 
table, and that our ſouls may delight in 
fatneſs ; I ſay, how ſhall we attain to 
this, but by a ſtrict and morrtified life? 
Certainly the more we retire from world- 
ly joys, and empty ourſelves of earthly 
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comforts and falſe delights, the fitter 
we ſhall be to receive thoſe that are 
ſpiritual and heavenly ; and not only to 
receive and rejoice in them for a time, 
but to live and dwell in them for ever, 
for this is the life of Jeſus ; and here 
the kingdom of God reigns ip the heart 
and ſoul, by which it is cha aged from 


glory to glory, even as by the ſpirit of 
the Lord. 


And now I would aſk all the wiſe 
and prudent, all the rich, all the noble, 
and learned men of the world, what 
they think of theſe things ? Whether 
this 1s to be learned in their courts and 
palaces ? Or whether any of the great 
{ſcholars and univerſities in Chriſtendom 
can furniſh us with ſuch a ſyſtem of 
divinity as this? No, they hate it, and 
deſpiſe it, and inſtead of a ſober anſwer 
to my query, they return ſcoffs and 
contempt. This is canting, they ſay, 
and an idle dream, and forged chimera 
of my own brain, and a great many 
more opprobious names they have for 
ſuch inquiries as theſe. Sometimes per- 
haps they will ſoften the expreſſion with 
an | hypocritical ſhew, will pretend to 


pity 
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pity me, calling it an unhappy effect of 


melancholy, and too much retirement 
from the world; and this they think 
too much condeſcenſion, that I ought 
to think myſelf beholden to them for 
giving it ſo mild a character; for at 
other times they deal more ſharply, and 
ſay confidently, that it is madneſs, delu- 
fion, witchcraft, and diabolical enthu- 
fiaſm ; but I am content to lie under all 
theſe odious imputations from the world, 
knowing very well, that better men than 
I have ſuffered the ſame things before 
me, and do at this preſent time. As for 
my enemies, I can truly fay, I thank 
God I pity them, and pray for them : 
they do not hurt me, but themſelves. 
And now, my dear Friend, before I 
conclude, ſuffer me a little to ſpeak of 
thy preſent circumſtances ; for as God 
| knoweth, my bowels yearn towards thee 
in the tender love of Jeſus. I ſuppoſe 
thou art now where I left thee, viz. 
with the lord Richardſon, ſo called, in 
the capacity of a chaplain ; an office 
which I have had a little experience of 
myſelf, ſince I laſt ſaw thee; but was 
quickly ſo weary of that ſervile yoke, 
ſo unworthy of that holy function 1 
bore, 
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bore, that in ten days time 1 quitted 
my new preferment, and left it more 
freely than ever I undertook it, What 

eace or ſatisfaction thou canſt have in 
ſuch kind of employment I know not; 
for my part, I could find none; my ſoul 
was grieved and burthened every day 
with ſeeing and hearing their evil deeds, 
beholding their vanities and exceſſes ; 
this was a ſword to my ſoul and ſpirit, 
it wounded me very deep: and I do 
ſolemnly profeſs, 1 had rather beg my 
bread from door. to door, than to live 
in the like bondage again, where I muſt 
be obliged to ſuch ceremonies and for- 
malities, to flatter men in their fins, to 
cry Peace, peace ; and to ſow pillows 
under the arm-holes of delicate people, 
that can never bear the leaſt check or 
frown ; but expect the mercenary prieſt 
ſhould always laugh or ſmile in their 
faces, even when he ſees plainly they 
are going to hell and deſtruction, And 
yet F mult tell thee, the family I was in, 
was looked upon as one of the moſt 
fober and regular, as the world goes 
now; and I muſt needs ſay, I did not 
leave them for any drinking, gaming, 


fwearing, or whoring, that I perceived 
amongſt 
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amongſt them; in all theſe filthy, ſcan- 
dalous practices, as far as I could ſee, 
they were blameleſs; but yet I ſaw their 
hearts were not right; for they were 
lovers of pleaſures more than lovers of 
God; and thou knoweſt that he or they, 
let them be great or ſmall, if they live 
in pleaſures, grow fat and wanton againſt 
Chriſt, ſuch perſons are dead whilſt 
they live ; I ſay, whatever their faith, 
or principles, or profeſſions may be, 
yet in religion they are dead, I ſhall 
fay no more, but haſten to a concluſion. 
If thou deſire a particular account of 
my convincement, thou mayſt ſee it in 
a letter which I wrote lately to Richard 
Lake, junior, wherein I gave him a 
fair and true relation of my proceedings 
in that matter, what ſteps 1 took, and 
how God did graciouſly aſſiſt me, when 
he had raiſed in me ſincere deſires and 
enquiries after truth and holineſs. Dear 
Friend, I have no more at preſent, but 
to let thee know, I do moſt heartily 
pray for thee, that thou mayſt conſider 
things without prejudice, and not ſuffer 
any of the temptations and allurements 
of the world to draw thy mind from 
God, and to hinder thee in thy purſuit 
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of holineſs. He that loves father or 
mother, brother or ſiſter, or any of the 
endearments of this world, more than 
Chriſt, is not worthy of him; but if 
thou wilt come into communion with 
Chriſt, and chiefly to follow the gut- 
dance of his light and ſpirit, O what a 
bleſſed and happy reſt ſhalt thou find 
to thy ſoul! O what rivers of living 
waters will ſpring up in thee ! of which 
thou mayſt drink freely, and praiſe God 
for all his mercies and benefits. That 
thou mayſt indeed come to ſuch ſpiritual 
enjoyments and refreſhments as theſe, is 
the ſincere deſire of . 


Thy loving and affectionate friend, 


SAMUEL CRIisP. 


